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COUNTY of DEVON, 
| Wit Rehedt is the Contequence of te 


| Now Eren Dury on a Cyper and Prunr. 1 


duty of four ſhilliogs is impoſed on every hogſhead of Cyder 
and Perry which ſhall be made in Great Britain, to be paid 
by the maker thereof, over and above all other duties already payable 
for the ſaid products; and this duty is put under the management and 


receipt. of the Commiſſioners and Officers, of the Exciſe, under ſuch 


regulations, penalties, and forfeitures, as in the ſaid act are particu» 
| larly contained, and under all others provided or eſtabliſhed by any 
other law already in force, relating to the revenue of Exciſe on Beer, 
Ale, or other liquors; and permiſſion is granted to thoſe who ſhall 
deſire it, to compound for the duties on Cyder or Perry to be con- 
ſumed in their own private families only, at the rate of five ſhillings 
per head yearly, not including the children of the compounder under 
the age of eight years; and in caſe the family ſhould be increaſed at 
any time within the year, at the rate of five pence per head for each 
calendar month ae the continuance of fuch increaſe. 


Ił is andoubdedly a moſt unfortunate mei for this and the 
other counties, whoſe moſt capital intereſts, their liberties and their 
property, are ſo eſſentially affected by this bill, that they had ſo little 
e given them, either of- inſtructing their repreſentatives, or 
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33 . their dutiful repreſentations againſt i it, bk way of petition, before 
the Legiſlature. Scarcely were we apprized of its nature, purport, 
extent, and- the proviſions eſtabliſhed by it, than the advice we re- 
ceived, that it had paſſed the Houſe of Commons, rendered every ſtep. 
in our power for the preſent fruitleſs and. ineffectual. Had the indul-. 
gence of being heard before we were concluded, been thought pro- 
, It is no unreaſonable preſumption to flatter ourſelves, that it never 
would have paſſed into. a law: for it is meſt notoriouſly evident, from 
the groundleſs and miſtaken prejudices on this ſubject which then pre- 
vailed, and had the main influence on the determination vrhich took 
place, that the nature and peculiar circumſtances of the commodity. on: 
. Which this new duty is laid, were very little known or underſtood.. 
Even the gentlemen who formed the plan,, had not been truly in- 
formed of, or at at leaft had not ſufficiently conſidered, thoſe circum- 
ſtances, otherwiſe they would not have clogged the collection of it 
with ſuch Proyiſions, as are in part unneceſſarily burthenſome, incon- 
venient, and vexatious; and in part impracticable, without ſuch de- 
triment to the products as would frequently render them of little value. 
Neither can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that even the repreſentatives of 
_ thoſe parts of the kingdom which were principally intereſted, could 
be on the ſudden prepared. with ſo complete. and comprehenſive a 
| knowlege of the point under debate; as to defend the intereſts of their 
conſtituents in the meſt effeftuat: manner, and to- ſtate the ruinous 
conſequences of this new duty, with all-that clearneſs and evidence 
which would have been neceſſary to enforce conviction. Nor did the 
ſhortneſs of the time, during which this matter was under the deli- 
beration of the Houfe of Commons, permit them to avail themſelves 
of the advantage of conſulting their conſtituents, and receiving from 
them the neceſſary informations. - The leſs therefore is the wonder, 
that gentlemen of the other parts of this. iſland, unacquainted with 
theſe products, and deſtitute perhaps of every other. meaſure to direct 
their judgment concerning them beſides the exorbitant price they ſome- 
times bear at London, ſhould be prevailed upon to believe this to be a 
zeaſonable and equitable tax; and that it is in truth, what the preamble 
uo the act ſtyles it, "ths moſt eaſy means of — the GY | 
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Ws have now oy ad leiſure more chan ſufficient 'to conſider this new 


duty in every light, and to trace out its deſtructive tendency through 
overy fatal conſequence in which it muſt unavoidably terminate. But 
at the ſame time, alas! we are in a very different, and much more di- 
advantageous ſituation: all our labour is up- hill; and we muſt ſtruggle 
with the authority of an eſtabliſhed la w, and, which is {till more diſ- 
oouraging, with all thoſe powerful prejudices which will ever mititate 


in favour of a revenue already in poſſeſſion. We ought not, however, 


to ſuffer ourſelves to be diſmayed at ſo unpromiſing a proſpect. No 
long time hath yet elapſed, ſince the Legiſlature gave a moſt illuſtrious 
teſtimony, in an ever-memorable inſtance, that it doth not judge it be- 
neath its dignity to reſcind, even in the very next enſting ſeſſion, its 
own determinations, when, upon a more deliberate confideration, they 
have been diſcovered to have been founded on miſtaken apprehenſions, 
and to have been contrary to the general ſenſe of the nation. If, there- 
fore, we ſhall be able to make it appear, upon the fulleſt and ſtricteſt 
examination, that this tax is exorbitant, unequal, partial; that it muſt 
terminate in the gradual extirpation of the very products on which it is 
laid, and in its progreſs towards it involve in ruin many of his Majeſty's 
*molt uſeful ſubjects ; z that it muſt, in the county of Devon at leaſt, and 
its neighbouring counties, greatly reduce the value and yearly income 


of the landed property, which certainly could not have been intended 


by the Legiſlature ;| that the ſevere reſtraints and arbitrary methods 
of deciſton, introduced by the Exciſe: laws, together with the moſt 


diſagreeable and vexatious viſits of Exciſe officers, are hereby extended 


to the private houſes and families of every landholder who makes Cyder 
or Perry, and is above the degree of a cottager, and a precedent there- 
by eſtabliſhed, which will effectually authoriſe and juſtify every future 


extenſion of thoſe laws, without exception, which ſhall hereafter be 


deviſed or propoſed, until the Exciſe become the general method of 
collecting the revenue throughout the kingdom: If theſe points, as 
| has been ſaid, can be fully made out, we may ſurely promiſe ourſelves 

that the ſame regard to the reaſon of the thing and the general ſenſe 
of the people, the ſame ſpirit of moderation and equity, which at 
that time prevailed, will, when more fully and perfectly informed, 
exert itſelf on this occaſion alſo, and as readily and effectually co- 


operate towards our relief from this inſupportable burthen. To ob- 
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And in the firſt place, it is apprehended as the exorbitance of ＋ 


this tax muſt be evident, when it is conſidered that it is at leaft « 
to the whole yearly rent of the land, whoſe produce is the object of it. 
An acre” of well-conditioned orchard- land is generally lett in this 
county at forty ſhillings a year; and its yearly produce, or a middle 
- computation, will be about ten hogſheads at the pound: the yearly tax 
will conſequently amount to forty ſhillings. . But the circumſtince that 
carties this exorbitance to an exceſs of ' grievance, is, that the land- 
occupier is the perſon immediately charged with this tax. He is ob- 
liged to advance the whole of it within ſix weeks from the time the 
Cyder is made, and to take upon himſelf every ſubſequent loſs that 
ſhall be ſuſtained, by his liquor turning four of ropy on his hands, by 
ill flavour contracted by bad caſk, by its ünking in price upon the pro- 


. ſpe of approaching plenty, by bad debts,” and in ſhort by every acci- 


dent to which ſo hazardous a commodity is expoſed. The caſe' with 
regard to Malt is quite the revetſe. The grower of the barley has no 
concern with the tax: that is paid by the malt- maker; who undoubt- 
_ edly takes care to proportion the quantity of his ſtock to the probable 
| a of the market, and to make proviſion in the article of his 
profits for every drawback incidental to his trade. On the contrary,. 
the cyder- maker is under the neceſſity of making his Cyder at the 
return of the ſeaſon, and of advancing the duty upon it too, how- 
| _ unfavourable his proſpe& may be of diſpoſing of it to advan- 

e afterwards, unleſs he will be content to ſit down with the loſs 
of the whole rent of his orchard-grounds for that year: for his. 
apples are in no other view of the leaſt uſe or value, but muſt be 
left to rot under the trees; while even the barley- grower, though 
abſolutely free from all Tax or Exciſe, enjoys in the cheapeſt years 
the relief of a bounty upon exportation; or, at worſt, can, by 
employing the produce of his lands in W hogs, convert it into 

pork. and bacon. | 

; Bor 


PP On” IG F-Y\ 
Bore: the oak e 1 nequality of this tax, as well as its ex- 


P will be ſtill more evident from this conſideration, that li- 


quors of very unequal and diſproportionate value, are equally loaded 
with the ſame preciſe duty. To explain this, it is neceſſary it ſhould 
be known, that the Cyder of this county may be properly diſtinguiſhed 
into three ſorts: one, which anſwers the purpoſes of ordinary ſmall 

beer, and may ſell at the pound, at a medium, at eight ſhillings; and 


when in the. cellar, fully ee and caſked, at twelve ſhillings and fix 


| pence a hoglhead, the price within a trifle. which it actually coſts the 
grower: a ſecond, which may be compared to common ale, though 


very far beneath it in general eſtimation, or rather to the better ſort of 


table- beer, and which at the pound may fell, at a medium, at fifteen 
ſhillings ; and when racked and caſked at twenty-one ſhillings the 


hogſhead: and a third, drawn from the choiceſt fruits, with the | 


greateſt care, and under the niceſt management, which is never diſ- 
poſed of from the pound, but when thoroughly fine and in perfection, 


Mi may fell at fifty ſhillings the hogſhead ; which is the higheſt price 


given for Cyder in this part of the world, excepting ſome very few 


particular inſtances, wherein fancy may be ſuppoſed to have the greateſt 


influence ; and; this beſt fort may be compared to the better kinds of 


beer. Of the firſt ſort, is conſiderably more than the one half of the. 
whole quantity of Cyder made in this county; and it is for the moſt 
part conſumed in the families of the growers, by whom it is very li- - 


berally diſtributed to their labourers, whoſe common drink it is: none 
of it finds its way into the public houſes, and not a great deal into pri- 
vate families, where it is always conſidered on the footing of ſmall 
beer, as its cheapneſs, in very plentiful years, is the only reaſon of its 
being ſubſtituted in the room of it, ſince it very rarely, if ever, keeps 
good beyond the year. The ſecond fort is that which is commonly 
ſold to the public houſes, and the remainder either conſumed in the 
families of gentlemen, ſubſtantial tradeſmen, and people in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances of fortune, or is exported-to London and elſewhere. The 
third fort, which doth not certainly exceed the hundreth part of the 
whole quantity made, and can be produced only from particular ſoils, 


may be juſtly conſidered as an object of mere luxury and curioſity, and 


is rarely met with but at the tables of gentlemen who make it, or of 


ſuch others, both in town or * as value themſelves upon the 
: elegance. 
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5 elegance of their entertainments, at as no coſt to procure. this ß 
beſt of every thing in its kind. Now all theſe three ſorts are at pre- 


ſont equally and indiſcriminately charged with the ſame heavy duty 
of four ſhillings per hogſhead at the pound; which, after the juſt al- 


lowances made for the diminution of the liquor in quantity, by rack- 3 


the caſe we may fairly appeal to the equity'of every reaſonable man, 


whether a more glaring proof of the inequality of any tax need be given 
than this, that the common draught of the induſtrious farmer, the 


ing, before it becomes fine enough to be drank, will amount to more 
than five ſhillings per hogſhead in the cellar. And upon this ſtate of 


neceſlary drink of the- poor day-labourer, is ſubjected to the ſame” 


heavy charge with what is conſumed in the families of people in eaſy 
. circumſtances, or reſerved for the luxury of the nobleman, or the gen- 
tleman of rank and opulence. It will undoubtedly be ſaid, and it. is 


true, that it is impracticable to make this diſtinction in the collection 
of the duty. But then this very circumſtance clearly proves that 
Cyder is not a proper object of taxation. The caſe is quite different 


with regard to Malt-liquors. As to theſe, beſides that the tax is 
vaſtly more moderate, every perſon pays to it as his choice may incline 


Him, or his circumſtances permit, in exact proportion to the quality 
of his liquor, and the quantity of Malt allowed in brewing it. Again, 
the exorbitance of this tax muſt appear no leſs ſtriking than its in- 
equality, when we ſhall reflect, that the drink conſumed by the poor 


day-labourer for his neceſſary ſuſtenance is loaded with a duty equal to 


two fifth parts of its prime coſt : the Cyder which he drinks has been 
already eſtimated at twelve ſhillings and ſix pence a hogſhead, caſked 
and fit for uſe in the cellar; and the preſent duty upon. it, after the ne- 
ceflary allowances made for the waſte in reducing it to this condition, 


will not amount to leſs than five ſhillings per hogſhead, which is juſt 
two fifth. parts of that ſum ; while, at the ſame time, the duties on a 


hogſhead of Small Beer, of nearly the fame value, and anſwering 


i 


Turkr is a fourth fort of Cyder, - beſides. theſe already Sara; 
* ſhould not be omitted. This is made of wind-falls, or fruit 


* under the trees before it has attained its proper maturity. The 


GP 


— 


the ſame purpoſes, do not exceed two ſhillings and fix ara the 


Wo (4, 
quantity of this Cyder is in no year in a contemptible, and-in ſome 
ears in a very conſiderable, proportion to what is better; and may be 
fairly calculated at one fifth or ſixth, at leaſt, upon a medium of the 
whole quantity grown. Though it is ſeldom ſaleable, and if it could 
ever find a vent would ſcarce ever exceed the price of five or ſix ſhil- 
 lings the hogſhead, as it will not keep good beyond the Chriſtmas fol- 
| lowing ; yet it is of great advantage to the farmer, as it is drank in his 
family, and faves him the expence of the better ſorts as long as it laſts : 
dy which means he is enabled to carry a larger quantity of theſe latter 
to the market. But, if the preſent tax is continued, no more of this 
kind will or can be made; as the amount of the duty will be, generally 
ſpeaking, nearly equał to the real value of the liquor, the expences of 
making it being included; or to above double the value of it, thoſe 
expenees being firſt deducted. This part of the farmer's product will 
be therefore abſolutely loſt to him, and left to rot and periſh under the 
trees; or rather, to prevent its mixing with the better fruit at the 
general gathering, muſt be removed to rot eee nat without ſome 


expence to the farmer. 


| AnoTuER vihaveidable, though extreamly inconvenient; inequality, 
of this tax, neceſſarily ariſes from the very uncertain and moſt diſpro- 
| portionate quantity and value of its object produced in different years. 
In ſome years there is a great and general ſcarcity of Cyder; in others, 
there is a moderate plenty; and in others again, there is a great abun- 
dance, and even ſuperfluity. In years of great ſcarcity, the amount 

of the tax will be fo ſmall as not to be worth the collecting, and will be 
almoſt entirely eaten up by the ſalaries of that number of extraordinary | 
officers who muſt be employed in that collection, and kept in conſtant 
pay as long as certificates are neceſſary, and there is any Cyder to be 
removed. It is doubtleſs expected that this deficiency will be amply 
compenſated in the years of greateſt abundance; but, if it is ſo, it 
mult be at the expence of the farmer's ruin. The circumſtances of the 
very laſt year, which was what is commonly called a great bearing year, 
afford the moſt convincing, as well as inconteſtable, proof of this 
truth. It is a well known fact, that in this county many thouſand. 
bogſheads of Cyder were ſpoiled by being put in bad caſks, and no 


leſs a n waſted for want. of reſicls to put it in, the price of 
I. a | Y | | which, 


* FE is f 40 e 155 
which was by degrees A exorbitantly. advanced, as to amount to almoſt 
double the value of the Cyder itſelf ; and that farmer thought himſelf 
a very fortunate man, who could make ſo good a bargain, as to pro- 
cure a very indifferent hogſhead in exchange for the quantity of Cyder it 
would contain. It is no leſs certain and well known, that great quan- 
tities of Cyder were fold near the ſea- coaſts for N to New- 
foundland at three ſhillings and ſix-pence the hogſhead at the pound, 
a price which does not exceed the very expences of making, not in- 
cluding a land · carriage of ſeveral miles, and which can be accounted 
for upon no other principle, than that reluctance people very naturally 
feel at rejecting and throwing to waſte thoſe gifts which Providence 
' ſeemed to have intended as a bleſſing. And it ſhould be obſerved, 


that the Cyder ſold at this price muſt have been of that ſort which is 


diſtinguiſhed as the ſecond in the ptecedent enumeration, otherwiſe it 
eould not have borne ſo diſtant a ſea-carriage, or been of any uſe or 
value when it arrived at the place of its deſtination. The general price 
at the pound of this ſecond fort of Cyder was five- ſhillings and ſix- 
pence, and at moſt ſeven ſhillings the hogſhead, and at the higheſt of 
theſe prices the farmer muſt have been a conſiderable loſer, if we 
«compute the rent and tythe of his orchards, with the expences of 
making, and of a'land-carriage perhaps of fome miles, But if this 
tax had then taken LY his fituation muſt have been deplorable. 
The great and general plenty cut off all poſſibility of advancing the 
price; ſo that the "whole tax of what he ſold at the pound muſt have 
been a dead loſs upon him. To keep it, in hopes of a better market 
in the ſpring, was impracticable, as he had neither caſks ſufficient to 
contain it, nor cellar-room ſufficient to hoard it in; and, if the bulk 
of it could have been hoarded, the continuance of the ſame. plenty, at 
whatever diſtance of time, would have influenced the price to his diſ- 
advantage i in the ſame proportion. The only means of indemnification 
left in his power was, - by a reſolution, which, to produce the intended 
effect, muſt have been a general one, to proportion his making to the 
__ probable demand of the market, to have thrown away perhaps one 
” half of his apples, and to have converted the remainder only into 
|  Cyder. The concluſion, therefore, which | neceſſarily follows. from 
this repreſentation, is, that it is utterly impracticable to in very 
plentiful years thoſe deficiencies which are incurred in years of great 
+ cane | 1 ſcarcity. 


5 Us, 25 by 0 9 1 
$a It almoſt needleſs. to N the readers that no inequa- 
| 10. of this A can ever TY: ups with eee to Malt- 
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6 F e 4 N e 10 6 very + % inde to 
this tax ig, that it is in the higheſt degree partial, There is little need 
of cxpatiating in the proof of this aſſertion. It is admitted and 


* 


avowed, that the proviſion made for the principal and intereſt of a very 


large debt, incurred in the publick ſervices of the whole kingdom, is 
charged only on a few particular counties, while the greateſt part of 
the iſland, enjoying an equal ſhare of the advantages accruing from 
thoſe ſervices, doth hot contribute a ſhilling towards the expence of 
them; but becauſe the grand pretence, which is moſt relied on in fa- 
vour of this tax, and indeed the only one which carries with it the 

leaſt colour of reaſon, is, that it is calculated to introduce an equality 


. of taxation throughout the kingdom, by charging Cyder with a duty 


able to that already laid on Malt, and the liquors produced 


from it and becauſe this argument appears to have had the greateſt 


weight with the Houſe of Commons in their deliberatiens concerning 
this tax, and was” probably the very motive which inclined them to 
give it that preference which it met with, it will be neceſſary to enter 
into the moſt accurate examination of it. And, in the firſt place, it 
will be of moment to obſerve, that Cyder is not the only liquor 
drank in this county, nor even the liquor moſt drunk. in it. The fact 
is ſo far other wiſe, that, take the county round, Malt-liquors are the 
general drink, and Cyder only comes in as an auxiliary. And the 
truth of this fact was proved by an evidence beyond contradiction be- 


fore the Houſe. of Commons in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, while 


the tax e complain of was ſtill under conſideration. An account of 
the yearly produce of the Malt-tax in the ſeveral counties of this 
kingdom, for the laſt ſeven years, was called for, ordered, and thoſe 
accounts for the moſt part were actually laid before the Houſe. From 
them it appears, that for thoſe years the produce of that tax in the 
county of Devon was ſuperior to that of moſt of the other counties, 
and exceeded only by that of the counties of Vork and Middleſex. 
The force indeed of this proof hath been attempted to be cluded, by 
. the large * of that tax in this county principally to 

O the 


=: the gentry, even. 
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ha en 4 war aintividd-yrithie, it during tho 
years, and to the King's Brewery for the uſe of his fleets at Plymouth. | 
But this laſt allegation is founded on a miſtake ; fince it is a notorious 
fact, that the Malt made uſe of in that brewery is almoſt wholly ſup- 
plied by contractors from other counties, -who are able conſiderahly to 
underſell the maltſters of Plymouth and its neighbourhood: As to 
the priſoners of war, the number of them confined at Plymouth, Ex- 
eter, and Biddeford, and reſiding at Taviſtock, and other towns, 
where they were on their parole, did, in the three laſt: years of the 
War, amount to about 1, 500, and in the other preceding years to 
about 8000 fo that 10, ooo may be ſuppoſed to be the middle number 
on the whole of thoſe: years: and whoever ſhall conſider, that the 
amount of the duty, on this extraordinary conſumption, cannot ex- 
. ceed 1000 l. a year, on the foot of the publick: allowance of a quart a 
man a day, and two buſhels to the hogſhead ; and that it is in great 
meaſure counterbalanced by the great quantities of Beer, Ale, and Por- 
ter, imported from other parts of the iſland, at Exeter, Plymouth, 
and other ports of this county, will find, that, whatever allowance 
may be thought reaſonable in this reſpect, it will be inſufficient to ac- 
count for more than a very ſmall proportion of this large produce; i nay; 
in fact, the county of Hants, enjoyed a much larger proportion of both 
_ thoſe advantages; and yet it. is apprehended, that the produce of the 
Malt- tax in that county was not found to exceed, if it even equalled, 
that of our o.]n. The real truth is, that Cyder is the common drink 
in the country only among farmers and their labourers, While great 
quantities of Mals-liquor are conſumed even there in the families of 


ſtantial farmers ; and that in cities and towns, among tradeſmen and 
huandicraftſmen, the general | conſumption. is of Malt; liquors, and 
| Cyder is admitted, Sr Ws ROPE dene de eg 
* darety. | 


Bux to come yet nearer to che point in 8 If we ſhould admit 
: this principle, that juſtice requires an equality of taxation to be eſta- 
bliſhed throughout the kingdom, a ſcheme however utterly impracti- 
cable, even by a general poll-tax, or a general exciſe, yet certainly the 
n juſtice requires that it ſhould be admitted only CEL with 


WS 
to the: Aeris of life)" under this modificatibn, that wr | 
| We taxed ſhould be eve ere to be procured at nearly the 
ſame original price; for ſurely it would be moſt unjuſt, moſt unequal, 
moſt vartafacble, that a Devonſhire farmer, who pays already for a 
cerfain neceſfary of life without a tax, as much or more than a farmer 
of the corn and malt counties doth» with the tax included, ſhould be 
further loaded, under this ſpecious pretext of equality, with a new tax ' 
on that neceſſary of forty per cent. upon its original value. Such a 
hardſhip would ſtrike at cultivation itfelf, and it would be impractica- 
ble to carry it on under fo greatly increaſed an expence. So far would 
the Devonſhire farmer be from meeting the farmer of the corn coun- 
ties at tho ſame markets abroad on an equal foot, that this latter would 
. ſoon heat him out of his own at home, Even as matters ſtand with us 
at preſent, our farmer labours under great diſadvantages. From the 
nature- and. peculiar circumſtances of our lands, his tillage coſts him 
near one half more than in the corn counties before he can get his 
corn in ground : and he is obliged to employ a much greater number 
of labourers, and make uſe of a much more expenſive manure. Hence 
we are enabled to account for a fact, which hath not perhaps been hi- 
therto ſufficicatly attended to, that above one-half the bread ſold by 
the bakers, and a large ſhare of that made in private families, in the 
city af Exeter, is made of flour brought by ſea from the eaſtern parts 
of the iſland; But, if this heavy burden ſhould be fixed upon us, the 
dealer in flour from the eaſt would ſoon be enabled to find his way even 
into the very heart of our county; nor would there any other remedy 
poſſihly be found to put our farmer on the level with him, but that 
great and general fall of rents, which would be the certain and incvita- | 
ble Fankeguence of ſo nien 50 ruinous an a. : 


xx us now reed to examine, e the Sabel of Cy 

der in the farmer's family is not, even without the new duty, full as 
. expenſive to him as the Malt- liquor would be which might be ſub- 
ſtituted in its place, the e included. We have already com- 
puted the Cyder to ſtand him in twelve ſhillings and ſix-pence a hogſ- # 
head in the cellar, fit for uſe. That this price is the very loweſt it can 
be ſet at, will appear from the following calculation, which may be 
n on. We ſuppoſe an acre of orchard-ground will * 
1110 Cc 2 at 


13 | . IC n) + 
at the pound, —— annic, ten hogſheads of. cpi. The fie 
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_ To gathering, making, and carriage, to and —.— 25 x. 
pound, on ten hogſheads, at 38. 6d. each, . * „% 
Twice racking at leaſt, at 6d. per hogſhead,.: ine :6! Ono 
Coſts and a 8s 0 
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| Theſe t ten hoglicatds of - Cyder, when called. OI Wy ke Kr aſe: 
will be diminiſhed, by racking and waſte, one-fifth part of the quan- 
tity, and the farmer will conferucntly have eight hogtheads only left. 
Eight hogſheads at 128. 6d. will amount to no more than 51. from 
which deducting 4 I. 138. which it actually coſt, remains only ſeven 
ſhillings on the eight hogſheads to indemnify him for all the various 
riſks of his liquor's ſpoiling, or being loſt by leakage, We have not 
reckoned a farthing for the farmer's profit on this Cyder, becauſe it is 
| uced merely for the convenience of his family and labourers, and « 
| 1 not for the moſt part fold.” This profit therefore will be more 
petly charged to the account of the ſecond Tok of Cyder, which i is . 


e fate. e „ 
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Lx x us next compute the price of a res of Nadt Hase, Is 5 
Fears of great ſcarcity of Cyder, it has been the common and. uſual 
practice among the farme:s of this county to brew in its ſtead Sthall- 
beer of three buſhels of mit to the 9 the e of which z 
is as. NNN: 
"& * 


| Three buftiels of malt at the middle price Py 8. per buſhel, 0 rich 0 
r and quarter of TOPS A at I'8. per Pound, r 


Fire and labour at . FFT, * . . « | aged | the jc 4 4 
Oe of brewing-ufenfils, and ve and wear of el. 0 
br 432 
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which reduces the price to twelve "ſhillings and three-pence the 
hogſhead. This ſmall beer anſwers all the pufpoſes of common uſe 
in the farmer's s family. But it muſt not be diſſembled, that in thoſe 
years of ſcarcity it is alſo uſual to brew for the uſe of the mowers and 


reapers in harveſt- time a better ſort of Malt-liquor, of five buſhels of 


malt and two pounds of hops to the hogſhead, which will encreaſe the 
price of it to nineteen thillings ; and, deducting the value of the grains 
and the yeaſt or barm, leſs than eighteen ſhillings the hogſhead. * But 
| when it is confidered, that this extraordinary provifion is made but for 
a fixth part of the year, that the farmer is frequently obliged to expend 
in his harveſt large quantities of his better ſort of Cyder, on account 
of the cuſtomaty preference given to that liquor, which would yield 
him 11. 1s: at the market, and that Cyder is always Aifteibute# on 
| thoſe occaſions in a much. larger proportion than Malt-liquor, the 
| comparative expence of the two- liquors will be reduced to pretty near 
an equality: We have computed the uſe and wear of caſk on Malte 


liquor at ſo low a rate in proportion to the ſame article on Cydes, - 


becauſe Small: beer muſt be brewed every month, and perhaps ofteners, 
pans er ĩs made but once in che 7 77 dont 

Wo 208TH S377 \4 Wis 
* Mr ibgr adde. which walf be; of i great moment were 
dra the argument drawn from the pretended inequality of 
taxation, is, that Cyder hath already paid this tax, and compenſated 


this 2 in great meaſure, by its contribution towards the 


land- tax. Orchards are no. moderm improvement in Devonſhire: they 
exiſted before the Revolution, though perhaps not quite to ſo large an 


extent as at prefent. They were then rated on the ſame foot as other 


s lands, in proportion to their yearly value; that is to ſay, in a double 


proportion to arable and paſture grounds. It would therefore be in the 
higheſt degree unjuſt, and unequal, that they ſhould pay the ſame, or 


x greater; tax a ſecond time, under a different denomination. As to 
thoſe orchards planted ſince that time, the general rule, it is appre- 
hended, has always been throughout the kingdom, that as bad 
huſbandry is not admitted as a pretext for abatement, ſo neither thould 


improvement be eſteemed a juſt reaſon fon the increaſe of this tax, 


except in ſome very extraordinary caſes. Tis upon this foundation 


that 


. muſt be 1 fix-pence for the vis af . grains, ; 


muſt be continued in every one of theſe reſpects, after the -confidera- | 
tion on which it was founded is extinguiſhed, or the juſtices, at their 


cComplai 


. N N 
that the he proportions of the 1 counties are continiied; upon 


foot as at the original taxation, though ſame of een hy \ 


Hinge, and. that in a Very diſproportionate. degree, improved; in value | 


and yearly revenue, We ſhall juſt mention the extreme confuſion and 
perplexity this tax will occaſion to the commiſſioners of the land- tax, 
in caſe either a reduction of the rents, r the extinction of the.,or- 
chards, ſhould be:the- conſequence of it, 48 one of | 


and both of them moſt, probably, will be ſo. Diſputes concerning,the 


- proportion: of the abatement will unayaidably ariſe. in every. pariſh, | 
and.it will he a moſt laborious, as well as invidious, taſk for thaſe 


commiſſioners to adjuſt it. Few gentlemen, would chuſe to take upon 
them ſuch a deciſion; and it may very ks happen, that e foffcient we 
effeQtual leyying the land-tax may er or, want of 3 

number of ROC eee Bas Rt _ in wi Te 75 4 | 
21 1 n g 
Bur PO is ; not the whole,. nor the greateſt part, af the grievance, 
are conſidered. in the eſtimate. of eſtates in every other 


- publick aſſeſſment, to the poor, to the church, to the highways, to 


the county rates, as well as to the land-tax, ;\ The lame contribution 


general quarter-ſeffions, muſt be overwhelmed. hy the 4 
ats, which it will be cee ee how: 1 Gans, by 
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a. e adjudication. . ad ned 9 252 
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II hath ben atrial AX: IE the publick a 


= to. have underſtood, little or. nothing of the ſubject he undertook: to 


treat of, that the weſtern counties are rated much lower to the land- 


tax than the other parts of the kingdom. The very reverſe of this is 


the truth, at leaſt with regard to Devonſhire, The eſtates: in this 
county are in general rated as high, even according to their nominal 


value, as thoſe in moſt an in. the kingdom, London ane 
the counties adjacent excepted, and indeed much higher than the 
northern counties. But, alas! the nominal value is not the real one. 


In Devonſhire, the poor- rate, church- rate, highway- rate, county-rate, 
the expence of pariſh-apprentices, and the whole of the repairs, are 


| born by the landlord, and not * the tenant. W hen theſe deductions | 


5am L are 


"©% 


3 an eſtate of r601. per annum willh not produce clear above 70l- 
out of ' which the land- tax too muſt be ſubſtracted. In the eaſtern and 
northern parts of the kingdom, the landlord receives his nominal rent 
clear from all other charges, except the land- tax; fo that it may with 
truth be affirmed, that an eſtate of 70l. a year real rent, clear of all 
deductions except the land- tax, in Devonſhire, is at leaſt equally rated 
with an eſtate of 1001. a year in moſt other counties; and hence it 
ariſes, that an eſtate in one of thoſe counties will ſell for thirty years 
purchaſe, and more, while the ee Pre of thoſe in rare are 
commonly fold at nog oo 2 


Tur laſt endes we ſhall x mention in nber en Ur ſpecious 
argument is this, that it hath been judged expedient by the public 
wiſdom to grant, for the encouragement of agriculture, a large bounty 
on the exportation of grain; and for the encouragement of our manu- 
facture, an additional bounty of fifteen pence a quarter on the export- 
ation of Malt: whereas not the leaſt bounty is given on the exportation 
of Cyder. Devonſhire exports, indeed, conſiderable quantities of 

but much leſs, in proportion to its cultivation, than many other 
counties, which, for this reaſon, are diſtinguiſhed by the name of the 
corn-counties: but it exports no Malt, or ſuch a mere trifle as is not 
worth mentioning: It contributes, however, equally with every other 
part of the kingdom towards the payment of theſe bounties, though 
it draws back ' ſo diſproportionate a part of the one, and next to 
nothing of the other. Thus an inequality is already eſtabliſhed to our 
diſadvantage, which' certainly merits ſome indulgence in return. We 
are, however, fo far from grudging or repining at the advantages ſome 
counties may reap, in conſequence of the general maxims of good 
policy, that we contribute our ſhare towards them with chearfulneſs. 
We have, i. the more occaſion to be ſurprized at the very 
| inſtructions, which it hath lately pleaſed a Grand Jury 
of the county of Norfolk to addreſs to their repreſentatives. It is well 
known, that greater quantities of Malt are exported from that county 
than from any other in the kingdom; and conſequently, that it enjoys 
the largeſt ſhare in the advantages of that bounty. Ir is with a very 
ill N therefore, that theſe gentlemen have thought proper to 
lead the way, and to ſet an example to the other corn and malt- 
VL counties, 
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. by means of an artful tack, from which it is evident they 


PU If Boe UI 1 et ut cans | 
— = ee ne ho OC" \ — 
* 2 by RY a — upr um Geer 
4 If 7 * N _ . _ | o 
— x * 24 * 5 " 8 4 0 
Py X 
L N - : % g 5 


counties,?. in Nn tea, to Mans us ef 1 relief nas. 


themſelves do.not. propoſe to derive the -leaft.immediate adyantage to 


| the oounty they take upon them to repreſent. But ĩt would-be injurious - 


to. the gentlemen. of that county, to ſuppoſe theſe inſtructions expreſs 


their general ſentiments; and we rely upon their candor and equity, 


that they will not approve of an attempt to haffle the efforts pct are 


making towards our deliverance from a moſt. grievous hurthen, from 

which they are wholly exempt; while we moſt contentedly pay a 2 
large proportion towards thoſe peculiar emoluments, of which they 
have long enjoyed the much larger ſhare, and ir in one gag erage we 8 70 
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F * 
9 9 * $5 


W proceed, _ the next Ss to i Hey . 
property in this county will be affected by this new duty; and in 


order to determine this point, it will be previouſly neceſſary to examine 
how far. the intereſt of the tenant or farmer may ſuffer by it. The 
moſt natural method of aſcertaining this, will be by conſidering what 


are the farmer's preſent profits upon his en ee and whether 
they are large enough to bear ſo great a deduction from them, as muſt 


be introduced by this tax. We have already diſtinguiſhed two different 
ſorts of Cyder, the one conſumed in the family, and by the labourers, 


of the farmer, the other chiefly made for ſale. We have ſuppoſed that 


theſe two ſorts. are made nearly in equal quantities, though it be cer- 
tain that the quantity of the firſt ſort greatly exceeds that of the ſecond. 


Indeed, a very conſiderable part of the county produces ſcarce any 


other; and almoſt the whole product of that part ſerves only for 


family - conſumption, or for ſale. to the neighbouring farmexs or land- 
holders only, whoſe orchards may have happened to fail ;- or to the 


da y-labourer, for the uſe of his family at home. Let us, however, 
fn —.— farther, that a farmer rents two acres of orchard- ground, at the 


common rate of forty ſhillings per acre; and, that theſe may be expected 


to produce him, communibus annis, at the pound, ten hogſheads of the ſirſt 
ſort. of Cyder, and ten hogſheads of the ſecond. We have already ſeen 


that the ten firſt hogſheads make the farmer little. or no return of profit, 


hut muſt be charged to the account of mere conveniency. Let us nom 
Tre # What Srl be his profit on the other ten hogſheads made for fale; 


„ WS 


(17. ) 
We have already admitted that they will fell at the pound, at a middle 
_ptice of fiſteen ſhillings each, and' conſequently the produce of the 
whole number will be ſeven pounds ten ſhillings. We muſt therefore; 
inithe next place, take a view of what deductions muſt be made from 
this ſum, for the expences preceding the ſale from the pound, after | 
having premiſed, that we have added fix pence per hogſhead to the , 
expence of making this ſort of Cyder, beyond that of the ordinary ſort, - Þ 

and that very juſtly ; for the ordinary ſort is ſeldom ſold, but made | 
almoſt entirely for family-conſumption, and therefore the carriage is = 
only to and from the neighbourhood of the pound : whereas what is 
ſold at the pound, of the better or ſecond ſort, is often carried fix or 
ſeven miles, to the habitation; of the buyer, and ſuch carriage may at 
a medium be eſtimated at three miles, which is well worth the fix | 
pence per hogſhead extraordinary charged for it; as it employs two 
horſes, and a man to drive them. The expences therefore of the 8 
1 . ſale at the pound, of this ſort of Cyder, will be, 

. 


For rent of the ground, at 4058. per , + 20 0 
For gathering and making 10 hogſheads, at 48. per nhd. 2 9 0 

, For . at 6d. en „„ EI | 2 20 
1 ab. BOL oa worry: 18 
Which ſum being deducted from 71. 10s. remains 3 IJ. 5s. Now it 

is 2 maxim univerſally eſtabliſhed and admitted, that a farmer cannot 
afford to live, maintain his family, and make a proviſion for the loſs 

and diſappointments he ſo frequently meets with on his products, unleſs 
the clear profits on his farm are at leaſt equal to the rent he pays for 

it, As we have therefore. made no allowance for profit on the ten 
hogſheads of ordinary Cyder, we muſt charge the whole of them, to 

wit, 41. per annum, on both the two acres, to the account of the 
better ſort of Cyder: And upon this foot, the farmer, inſtead of ſeeing 
that return of profit on his orchards, without which he cannot live, 
will find it deficient by 7s. 6d. on every acre, or 15s. on two acres ; 
which will more than doubly counterballance that trifling profit which 
reſults from our precedent computation upon his ordinary Cyder. If, 
therefore, this new duty ſhould be continued, it is evident that the 


vg of it muſt come out of the pocket of the farmer, | 
D 1 Bur fl 
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Bur zr willhe fd, that by keeping his Cyder 4ill aaa; 
is the ſeaſon wherein he can diſpoſe of It moſt advantageouſly,” the 
farmer has it in his power to make himſelf ample amends. Let us 
therefore aſcertain what will be his increaſed. expence, and what his 
increaſed, profit, in this caſes and after having premiſed, that the 
_ quantity. eaten, eee, emen will 1 


en. 1 FEF 2 bh . 
by waa 6. 5 ; 
| Racking four times, ot 30. per . 8 0 
Is. each 3 | 
. 1s. per hhd. o 8 o 
As one half may be probably ſuppoſed to be fold tor 
oy public houſes, where it it is an eſtabliſned cuſtom to tit "2 4 
.  - expend 18. on each hogſhead' fold, to wit, 6 d. on the 0/4 0 
bargain, and 6d. on the payment, we w nn r et 
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The Dinka s increaſed FEI on "Ugh SITY at t 6s. je oe OY 
will be 21. 8s. out of which ſubſtracting 11. for his increaſed ag 
remains 11. 8s. out of which ſum we muſt further deduct 258. to 
make good the deficiency on the living profit, as above calculated, at 
the pound; and then there will remain only 13s. to anſwer and diſ- 
charge a duty of 21. being its amount on ten hogtheads s at the po und. 
or eight in the cellar. This will be the caſe even on that Cyder lebich 
the firmer ſhall have improved to the utmoſt, and reſerved far the 
very beſt market; without making the leaſt proviſion for the ſpoiling 
or waſting his liquor; for accidents by fire; for bad debts, which, at 
leaſt on what is ſold to the public houfes, are very frequent ; or for 
the intereſt of his money, which fo long lies dead; together with a 
rea ſonable profit on the head of it, without a juſt expectation of which 
no trade whatever would or could be Gerede on. When pr allow- 
ances are made for each of "theſe articles, it will be Toy gf: the 
farmer, even in this moſt advantageous manner of difpoſing of his 
Cyder, will have been able to draw back little or nothing of the | 
duty, and that the whole of it will turn © out to be a clear ofs to him. 
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r will donbficfs be N infiſted on; that che firiner will be able/to 
reimburſe himſelf for the full amount of this new duty upon the con- 


ſumer. Let us therefore confider how far this can poſſibly be the - 


cafe.” And in the firft place, it is evident that the duty on all the Cyder 


conſumed in the farmer's family, which is more than the one half of © 
the whole quantity made, muſt be dead loſs upon him, for which he 


can neither hope nor receive the leaft reimburſement : and as to that 
part of it which is fold, it muſt be conſidered that the price of Cyder 
doth not in the leaſt on vrchat it may have coſt the farmer, 
but on the quantity brought to the market, and on its proportion in 
value to the coſt of Mae-liquor.” For the firſt of thoſe reaſons, it 
is tmpoffible for the farmer to reimburſe himſelf on the confumer in 
very plentiful years, ſuch as the Faſt: this is undeniably evident from 


the experience of that year, when that very plenty itſelf laid the farmer 


under the neceffity of diſpoſing of his Cyder at a leſs price than it 
actually coſt him; and in many places, for even leſs than the expence 
of making and carriage. In ſuch years, therefore, it is certain there 
can be no reimburſement, but the whole loſs muſt fall on the farmer. 

And in years of middling produce, the price of Cyder muſt neceſ-' 
farily be regulated by that of Malt-liquor, which, for the better fort” 
of cable hes, we have already ſhewn, will not exceed 18s. the hogſ- 


head; which price, whenever that of Cyder ſhall greatly exceed, the 


former will always be preferred, and the latter will have but little 


chance for ſale. It is, therefore, material to add, that the fale of 


Cyder to private families in the city of Exeter, and in the conſider- 
able towns in the county, begins already greatly to decline ; it appear- 
ing daily more and more clearly upon trial, that, conſidering the great 
waſte made in the conſumption of it, good table - beer, of five buſhels' 
to the Hogſhead, is much the cheaper liquor. If this is the caſe 
already, how utterly impracticable mult it then be for the farmer to 
levy on the conſumer fo large a tax as 58. per hogthead, which he 
has actually advanced, and which is equal to the whole rent of his 
orchard; much leſs that reaſonable profit which every man juſtly 
2 from the "honey! he lays out? In truth, there can be no teaſon- 

expectation of a reimburſement, except in years of very great 
ſcarcity, when yer Bonnet to Be" conſidered as a matter of mere 
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© In! this Nate of the caſe, and under theſe circumſtances, . muſt 
be the unavoidable conſequence? The farmer undoubtedly will take care 
of his own intereſts, on the very firſt opportunity that it is in his power 
to do ſo, and will no longer continue ſo. ruinous a drain upon him than 
he is obliged to it, in virtue of ſome ſubſiſting covenant. Under the 
weight of this oppreſſive duty, as orchards will be no longer an im- 
provement, becauſe they produce no extraordinary profit beyond other 
lands in common, he will with great juſtice conclude, that he ſhould 
pay no extraordinary rent for them; conſequently, he will at leaſt inſiſt 
on the immediate abatement of one half of their preſent rent, in order 
to reduce them upon the ſame level with other lands, But this is far 
from being the whole: as the diſadvantageous influence of this duty 
will extend itſelf through the whole of his cultivation, as hath been 
already clearly ſhewn, and as it ſubjects him, in other reſpects, to 
numerous hardſhips and inconveniencies, as will more fully appear 
hereafter, he will expect a much larger abatement, an abatement on 
the whole rent of his farm taken together. Nor is this apprehenſion 
founded merely in ſpeculation, much leſs is it the offspring only of a 
heated i imagination; actual experience hath already confirmed it, even 
in the ſhort time which hath intervened fince the impoſition of the duty. 
It is a well-known fact, that many farmers, whoſe leaſes were near 
expiring, have already given notice to their landlords, that they will 
pay no more for the future than 20 8. an acre for their orchards. Others 
have inſiſted, on no other foot than this, upon an, abatement; of ten 
per cent. on the whole rent of their farm, and have ſucceeded. Others 
have carried their pretenſions ſo high as an abatement of one fifth of 
the Whole rent, on eſtates where Cyder makes a conſiderable part of 
product. Thus the landlord will find himſelf under the neceſſity of 
| Mo his eſtates into his own. hands, ſubject to the very ſame loſſes, 
hardſhips, and inconveniences of which the farmer complains, and to 
all the conſequences of the ignorance, negligence, and knavery of the. - 
ſervants whom he muſt employ. in the management of them; or he muſt 
ſabmit to comply with the demands of his tenant, who can ſo much 
better guard againſt, them. Thus, to phos, Fa: matter on the moſt 
favourable foot, the landlord i is at once deprived of the one half of the 
yearly i income of his orchards; the lands employed this way are reduced 


to the fame common level in value with thoſe employed in tillage or 
paſture, 
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paſture, ak nn he cannot, N imputation of ei 
folly, be ſuppoſed to continue the conſtant, annual, though fruitleſs 
expence of ſupporting and recruiting the orchards already ſubſiſting; 
much leſs can he have the leaſt inducement to plant new ones. The 
certain conſequence, therefore, of this duty will be, that the preſent 
_ orchards will be ſuffered gradually to decay; no new ones will be 
planted, except for mere curioſity or luxury; and it will at length be 
found, that, like the viper which is ſuppoſed to eat out the bowels of 
its parent, the duty will in the end have heady e the very 


object from which it ariſes. 2 
Bur in the progreſs VL this defolation, what numbers of his 
' Majeſty's moſt uſeful ſubjects will be either utterly ruined, or at leaſt _ 
greatly impoveriſhed? The tenant under a leaſe, the expiration of which 
is yet at a conſiderable diſtance, will, as long as it continues, be him-_ 
ſelf obliged to bear the loſs of the whole amount of this duty ; by which 
he will be gradually drained in many caſes of the whole, and in all of 
great part, of that little fortune which he has been enabled to lay up 
; the fruits of hard labour and continual induſtry. The tenant under 
a leaſe for years determinable on lives, at a ſmall high rent, and a fine 
on renewal, which is a very common way of letting eſtates in this county, 
would, in order to leſſen his yearly loſs, very gladly ſuffer his orchards 
gradually to decay; or perhaps, in order to aicertain his loſs at once, 
totally extirpate them. But he is reſtrained from it by a covenant, 
1 obliges him to maintain his orchards, as well as the other parts 
of his eſtate, in good repair during the term, under the penalty, not only 
of making f full ſatisfaction for ſuch breach of covenant, but even of being 
ey ected, when the damage thereby accrued ſhall amount to a certain 
value. It may, indeed, be objected, that as orchards will now no longer 
be conſidered as an improvement, but rather as an incumbrance, the 
landlord will readily permit ſuch a breach of covenant, or at leaſt con- 
nive at it, as a matter of indifference. . But, beſides that it is a very 
uneaſy and diſagreeable circumſtance to lie continually at the mercy of 
another, the landlord would have a real inducement to exact the per- 
formance of this covenant. _ The more the pernicious conſequences of 
this tax diſplay themſelves, the ſtronger will the general expectation be 


thats it will 9 length be repealed, if for no other Teams yet certainly 
for 
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for this, MY it will effe@ually repeal itſelf at lat, by 


ject; and whenever it ſhall be repealed, orchards wilt nod become 4 | 
real improvement, which it is in the power of the landlord to ſecure to 
ANON” whenever that event 1255 take place, at the Ker 2 of cke 
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. body of inde; at hat bus of the moſt SY ib 


in the kingdom, who will participate the moſt deeply in this generat 


diſtreſs, are the tenants of ſmall tenements, from 201: a year downwards, 


As they bring up large families upon the ſlendereſt means, and in order 


to do it, are obliged to ſubmit to conſtant hard labour, and the ſtricteſt 


frugality ; as they may be confidered as a ſeminary, whence the more 
ſubſtantial ſet of farmers are continually recruited and ſupplied, they 
certainly deſerve the greateſt encouragement and dug from the 


public. Whatever is extorted from them, may very truly be ſaid to be 
wrung from the hard hands of induſtry and poverty. Now the very 
ſubſiſtence of theſe people depends in great meaſure on the Cyder they 
make, their orchards being in much greater proportion to their other 
lands, than in larger farms. If, therefore, this product ſhould, as it 
moſt certainly will under this duty, inſtead of being of advantage to 
them, prove the ſource of perpetual recurring loſs, they muſt ſoon be * 
inevitably ruined, obliged to throw up their tenements, and at length 
reduced to the mean condition of common day-labourers. The charge 


of ſupporting their families will fall upon the pariſh, and the landlord” | 


will be neceſſitated to make an abatement in his rent of at leaſt one 


third, and in many inſtances of one half, by laying the lands to ſome 
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Turan ate, belides Get e bee t hai by che 5 
preſent tax, to wit, that part of the eſtabliſhed elergy who have the 
largeſt e Cures, and the leaſt Proyition, 1 the country vicars. The' tythe of 
apples in this county-#'the v very | beſt of the, ſmall tythes: : it is that tyttie 
which chiefly induces the farmer to buy the reſt; and, if this be ren- 
dered uſeleſs or inſignificant! to them, the remainder of the ſmall tythes, 
as they cannot be eaſily aſcertained, nor the ſubſtraction of them eafily I 


* inſtead of being the means of a main tenance, will be either fling.” 
3 or 
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Nam, laſtly, is it een of very bandes * 3 con- 
: Adee that, if this tax ſhould be continued, as orchards would, 
for the future, be neither planted or recruited, all the nurſeries of 
young apple- trees, the product of the labour of many years, and of 

no ſmall expence, which heretofore were of ' confiderable value, would 

become immediately of none; in conſequence of which, numbers of 


our very induſtrious people, the principal part of whoſe ſubſtance con- 


2 rn n be at once reduced to extreme . 


Hm it - will. doubtleſs faid, hits the greateſt part of theſe 
ruinous conſequences of the duty may be eaſily obviated and avoided, 
dy the alternative of a compoſition, graciouſly offered to the choice of 
the landholder for himſelf and his family. Let us examine, therefore, 
what will be the relief obtained by this compoſition. And, in the 
firſt place, if we conſider it in itſelf, merely as a capitation, it is a 
very grievous and burthenſome tax: as every ſhilling it produces will 

de drawn out of the pocket of the landholder, and the bulk of it out 
of that of the induſtrious farmer, it is properly a tax upon agricul- 
ture atfelf, which in all wiſe governments has, en the contrary, been 
deemed deſerving all poſſible encouragement, and treated with the 
utmoſt i ce ant favour. It is. drawn from a body of men whoſe 
_ eircumftances can leaſt bear it; people who bring up, maintain, and 
provide-for, large families by the cultivation. of ſmall farms, for fuch 
are the greateft part of thoſe in this county, and who through the 
zourſe of à life of continual labour, indulged in very few gratifica- 
tions, vary rarely arrive at what is commonly efteemed eaſy circum- 
 Kances. Upon the loweſt computation, it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
hat the farmer will be obliged to pay for eight perſons, or a tax of 
forty thillings a year, with this additional grievance, that as his family, 
and the expence of maintaining it, encreaſes, his tax encreaſes with 
2t, to the great diſcouragement of matrimony and Population. But 
when we add to this, that the farmers of a few counties only are dif- 


r by this heavy burden from their fellows throughout the 
kingdom, 
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Bor there is great ground for den that the ſum already 


mentioned will not be the whole; nor perhaps the one-half, of this 


charge. It is well known, that the farmer is continually obliged to 


| employ a number of day-labourers, in a great variety of occupations. 
: Theſe do not indeed reſide in his houſes nor perhaps even continue in 
His ſervice for a whole calendar month together; and therefore it may 


be juſtly doubted, whether, upon the conſtruction of the act, they 
ate included as a part in that family for which a compoſition 


is required. Vet it is certain, that they are ſupplied with all the 


liquor they conſume in the day, at the expence of the farmer ; 3 


And no lefs certain, that their conſumption, upon the whole year, is 
at leaſt equal to, and often greatly exceeds, that of the reſident 


family; the labourers, during the whole time of the harveſt, being 


allowed liquor without ſtint or limitation. It would be preſumption, 


to prejudge how this Point may be decided by the lawyers, but that 
general propenſity to interpret in favour of the revenue which hath 


gen 
Hitherto prevailed, affords a ſufficient foundation. for the n a 
d raging 12 of on this og. 24431 0x ; 1 00 hs 90 
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Tuxkr is likewiſe another great aback: 8 the drantages 


which at firſt view might be expected from this compoſition. The 
compounder doth not in- reality compound for the dad liquor con- 
ſumed in his family, as is certainly the caſe in the malt- counties. 


Beſides Cyder, great quantities of Malt-liquor are conſtantly conſumed 
in the families of the gentry, the clergy, and the more ſubſtantial 


farmers 3 and, in years wherein Cyder is ſcarce, even in thoſe of the 


common farmer. Almoſt every perſon in this county ſupplies himſelf 


with what malt he uſes from the maltfter ; ſcarce any one finds it 


worth his while to. make his own malt, neither is he furniſhed with 
the neceſſary conveniencies for that purpoſe. Thus the compounder 
for Cyder, beſides his compoſition for that liquor, will be obliged to 
pay the malt-duty * all che 1 wur that denomination . 
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Bur the molt grievous circumſtance. is ſtill behind: the farmer is, 


notwithſtanding his compoſition, - obliged to pay the duty on all the 
| Cyder he ſells; and as we have already proved, by the fulleſt evidence, 
that, except in the years of general ſcarcity, he will find no poſſibilit y 
of reimburſing himſelf for any part of it; the whole, over and above 
his compoſition,” will be an inevitable loſs to him. When all theſe 
conſiderations are duly weighed, the alternative, if it may be properly 
called ſo, of compoſition, will not appear ſo great a favour as is pre- 
tended : it will · be found a remedy· abſolutely ineffectual for the many 
and grievous hardſhips which have been already enumerated; and the 
acceptance oft it would leave the farmer in as bad, if not in a worſe. 
condition, than he would be if he rejected 5 


Ir may be a matter r of Gme curioſity to examine, what may be. 
the profit a gentleman may reaſonably propoſe to himſelf in 3 
new orchard, with a view of letting it out at a yearly rent, even upon 
the ſuppoſition that this new duty had never exiſted. From this. 
| computation we. ſhall be enabled tao to get ſome further inſight into. 
the ſubject now under our. conſi deration,, Let it be. ſuppoſed, then, 
that I convert into an orchard an acre of land, which, I. before let at 


twenty ſhillings for tillage or a my F in e this 


eee will be as follows : 70 


\ 


bs plant it with 738 i e which will colt we at "ho + 4 as 


28. per tree, MO 5 


15 7405 


N. B. The orchards at preſem cabling were. for the- 
- _ *moſt-partiplanted with 160 trees per acre ;- but, ac- 
ceording to the apprehenſton now prevailing, they 
Vere planted too cloſe; and the number here alſigned 
is generally admitted as the proper medium, if or- 
cChards are to- be continued, and not reduced to 8 
| e eee 2 . _ youve of Here-- 41 1 50 
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time during which this plantation . be ee 
to yield little or no return of profit, 


"Lok —— hs rent of the land fon the id 15 
years, at 108. for the acre, <8 1 2457 15 710 * 
22 2 the end of I 5 Jears, at leaſt, I ſl moos — een 2 
* for the product 3 the building of which will coſt me, mY MCG 
Ip after e- 570 8 e eee acre in 2 the cellar, 81 B 
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At the end of fifteen years, I let this acre at 40 8. per num! and gain 


An additional rent of 20s. per annum for. thirty-five years to come, 
the p period of time N which the ET, may be ſuppoſed | to con- 
*tinue in any tolerable legree « of beari 12 low nothing for the 
YN alturage. for thoſe thirty-five” years,, thoug 1 of ſome, 'but of no very 
Freat — 5 becauſe it Foy be more Ban counterbalanced by the 
: 1 15 ene. 9 a hit n is abſolutely neceſſary : at the end of 
Ser r Now an annuity , of 20s. a year for thirty- 
5 get = ; f eg | to com mence in l intereſt being 
e xfec 2 ab CHEN 'but 161 7 s. 6d. The landlord, 

by x herefor 1 — plants an orchard for profit, 55 any lüetative motive, 
| Wade I pleaſure or, convenience, loſes nearly e 62 en his capital. 
If we e ard ke Sets his orch hard at - 315 an acre, {the} hip bel rate 
known in (theſe- parts), ön account . of I i being planted Sth the 


.Choiceſt fruits an cmoying the moſt favourable eircumſtances for a 
general bearing, and conſequently. that, his, additional. rent is 408. per 
acre, yet he. flill loſes. pn. cke fame Capital early 24 l. per cent. How 
great then muſt: his loss he, Mhenchis ꝙroduc is loaged with the pre- 

ſent additional annual Ax of 4981 get der And how! utterly impoſſi- 

ble is it, that any bat: a madzwan Would think of, either lanting or 

Continuing ay-ofelins v up portablen Jagd: It williprobably 
be aſked, How it hap pen that orchards ever were planted-ppon terms 
ſo ee 1 allow then, that conſiderable ſavings may be 
made out df thewbowe there by ba perſon Who raiſcs is do wnoites, 
arid Employs kis'ewh eue Cattle, an ding} i making - his im- 
1 ſomething - too muſt be allowed. to conveniency and ac- 
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7 edmmodation of 4 tenant ; but the only adequate anfivet that” can e 
given Is, that and bo not calculate. an 


Wr proceed, in ith next place, to Ute notice of ſeveral very in- 
eonvenient proviſions contained in the Cyder- act, which render the 
collecting this new duty unneceſſarily burthenſome, vexatious, and. 
"detrimental to the grower. Such is that proviſion which exacts the 
payment of the new duty within fix weeks after an account hath been 
taken of the product at the pound. 80 large an exaction, at ſo un- 
ſeaſonable a conjuncture, ſeems to have been calculated with no other 
view, than to force the poor farmer, i in conſequence, of his utter in- 
ability, to comply with it, after his pocket hath been already quite 
exhauſted by the wages and other expences of his haryeſt, and making 
his Cyder, into a compoſition, which he might otherwiſe judge to be 
difadvantageous to him. In effect, few farmers are ſo far beforehand. 
with the world as to be able to diſburſe ſo large a ſum at once, before 
they have had the opportunity of diſpoſing of a part of their product. 
But at the long run a great part of this inconvenience will fall upon 
the landlord. . The farmers in general. through this county expect a 
year's rent to be left in their hands, which the landlord, whatever 
riſque he runs of loſing it, is obliged to indulge them. in, unleſs he 
would rather.chuſe to have his eſtates thrown upon his hands, or, by 
the uſe of violent meaſures, get the character of an oppreſſive landlord, 
and by this means loſe all chance of letting them for the future. Now 
this circumſtance of the immediate payment of the duty would fur- | 
niſh the tenant with the faireſt, and indeed an unanfwerable pte 

text, for retarding the payment of his rent for a farther half year, at. 
| the increaſed hazard 05 diſappointment of the landlord. 


Sucn alſo is that other proviſion reſtraining the proprietor. of 10585 
juſt made, from removing it out of the pound-houſe without the cer- 
tificate of the exciſeman. The compounder, indeed, is obliged. to 
give three days notice to the exciſeman, whenever, he lends the uſe of 
his pound to another Cydermaker who has none of his own, and con- 
ſequently it may be underſtood to be the exciſcman's duty, in this caſe, 
to attend at the time appointed. But the non-compounder is obliged 
to gre no further notice than that of ten days before his firſt making, 
2 | "_ 


— 
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aps TOO" tly the exciſeman is obliged to. give n no o ether mim 1 
afterwards, than what he ſhall think proper, or may beſt conſiſt with 
his convenience, and the ſecurity of the revenue. He will never be 
at. a loſs for that unanſwerable excuſe, that no perſon can be at two 
places at once. Now it is a certain fact, that ſometimes within twelve 
hours, and generally within twenty-four hours after the Cyder is made, 
and put into the fatt or keeve, a fermentation ariſes, and throws up a 
| head or muck to the top of the fatt, which, if the Cyder be not 
racked off within a few hours, or be otherwiſe diſturbed, ſubſides 
again, and mixes with the Cyder ; and, whenever this happens, that 
Cyder cannot, without great difficulty, afterwards, by any future rack- 
ings, be made thoroughly fine; and even when it is ſo, the fermenta- 
tion having been raiſed too high, and continued too long, it will by 
this means be inevitably deprived of its ſweetneſs and richneſs, and 
rendered thin and harſh; and thus from the very beſt fruit, when the 
critical opportunity. of racking is loſt, an ordinary kind of Cyder only 

can be obtained, and the maker will in conſequence frequently be 
ſubjected to the loſs of near one-half of the value of His * by 
The Juſtifable non-attendance of the exciſeman. 

” Anorark very inconvenient proviſion, is that which 4 all 
removal of Cyder, even after it hath paid the duty, without the certifi- 
cate of an exciſeman accompanying it, under the penalty on the tranſ- 

greſſor of forfeiting the Cyder ſo removed, with the package; and be- 
ing expoſed, without the leaſt ſhadow of proof to ſupport a charge upon 

him, to a general enquiry, upon his own oath, in the Court of Ex- 
chequer, into all his tranſacłions in this article for many years paſt; in 
which even the moſt innocent perſon can receive no ſatisfaction for the 
great expence to which he is neceſſarily put in clearing up his innocence 
from the imputations of groundleſs and unjuſt ſuſpicion. The great 
loſs of time, the unneceſſary and vexatious trouble, the frequently re- 
__curring diſappointment, and in ſome caſes the abſolute impoſſibility, 


8 Without great detriment, of complying with this proviſion, render it a 


very grievous hardſhip on the grower of Cyder. We have ſeen a remark- 
able inſtance of this in the neighbourhood of Exeter; where, upon the 
Aale of a hogſhead of Cyder to a farmer living at no great diftance, it 
actually colt the farmer 5 s. out of his pocket in fruitleſs 3 journies in 


queſ. 
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Y anus che exciſeman, to procure: a — and, in conſequence 
of theſe continued diſappointments, the opportunity of ſale was loſt z 
and the Cyder was, very lately, not yet removed. It may be proper t to 
obſerve, that neither the maker of Malt, nor the dealer in it, 
are laid under this difficulty; but may diſpoſe of, and remove any -. 
part of their ſtock at pleaſure, without the trouble of attending 
upon excifemen for permits; for which, with regard at leaſt to non- 
compounders, there can be no manner of occaſion, after the Cyder hath 
been once gauged and __— and e ſeaſon for ae is over, 
— to _ n | 
e inconvenience, 0 may more properly call a na- 
ticnal grievance, arifing from the method of collection appointed by this 
act, is the enormous increaſe of reyenue-officers, which will be abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to carry it into due execution. This is a circumſtance 
no leſs injurious to the public weal, than it is juſtly odious to the na- 
tion, which cannot ſee, without the utmoſt reluctance and even ſome 
indignation, the fruits of induſtry, frugality, and hard labour, torn from 
the moſt uſeful part of it, to ſupport a ſet of drones who devour that 
honey in the accumulation of which they had no ſhare. For this is 


the moſt inoffenſive light in which they can be conſidered, the people in 


general being diſpoſed to look upon them in a much more diſagreeable 
one. Every method of collecting the public revenue, in virtue of which 
a very large proportion of it, inſtead of being applied to its proper de- 
ſtination of ſupplying the public exigencies, is conſumed in the expences 
of the collection, muſt, from its very nature, be the moſt oppreſſive, 
and have the greateſt tendency to produce a general diſcontent. Ac- 
cordingly we find it has at length rouzed from its inſenſibility a neigh- 
bouring nation, long trained up in the blindeſt and moſt ſubmiſſive 
deyotion to the will of an abſolute monarch ; for this is one of the ca- 
pital points which has united the ſeveral Parliaments of that kingdom, 
not only in the moſt ſteady and ſpirited oppoſition to, and reiterated 
remonſtrances againſt, the late money-edicts ; but, as far as their power 
extends, in an actual and declared diſobedience, which, however, may 
be preſumed to be a legal one, and warranted by the forms and prin- 
_ ciples of their conſtitution. We may add to what has been ſaid, that 
wy officer appointed for this purpoſe, is a certain loſs to the — | 
I 


. 
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1 by big eng taken from aſtate. of induſtry, an which he unght 
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to what will be wanted, have as yet been ſent-a1 
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benefigial to it, and Placed in a fituation in which he can contribute 85 4 
thing to its wealth, its good order, or its defence; not to mention the 


further weight this great increaſe will add to miniſterial influence, which 
is generally underſtood: to have already too large a ſhare of it in the 
ballance of our conſtitution- What will be the number of additional 


officers; which: will be found n o colle& this duty, it is ĩmpoſ- 


fible as yet even to gueſb: but if we can form any computation from 
the number of pounds, and their diſtance from each other, it is certain 


that if the determination of this point ſhall be regulated hy the juſtice 
due to the intereſts of the ſubject, and not merely by thoſe of the re- 
venue, with a otal diſregard to the e e ret =: 
county muſt amount to many hundreds. Few; indeed, in proportion 


ſent year, ſucceeding one of extraordinary ones is, as. might natu- 
rally he expected, a yar rather of ſcarcity ; notwithſtanding which,.the- 
rty: of the farmer has already greatly ſuffered, as well as the re- 


venue itſelf, from this rery frugal management. The ſpecimen, in- 


deed, which theſe. * have already given us, during this ſhort 


time of our acquaintance with them, of their diſpoſition towards rapa- 


city and inſolenee, lays us under no temptation of wiſhing an enlarge- 


ment of that acqua intance. In many places they have extorted from: 


the ſarmer,-ahd. Al continue to inſiſt upon, a fee of fix pence for every 
eertificate, though the act exprefly requires them to give it without fee 
er reward. The lame fee they have extorted from others, for every entry 
of their cellar or pound, though this is the very duty which is the ob- 


| jet of their appointment ; and upon the denial of this fer, they have 


refuſed the entries tendered to them. Theſe are facts ready to be proved, 
if their ſuperiors ſhall think proper to enquire into, or animadvert upon, 


_ their conduct. A great part of them are ſo deſtitute-of chat knowlege 
which is eſſential to their employment, as not to: be able to gauge a: 


common fatt in the pound- houſe; and for this raſon have obliged the 


farmer. to put his Cyder into hogſheads, beſore they could take an ac- 


count of its quantity: and the common anſwer to all complaints is, 


Why do you not compound ? Which is equivalent to ſaying, Why do- 


vou not ſuffer us to enjoy our ſalaries ane Se e reer TORE 
WX. 
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"Ba . come now, in n che lalt, e LA eNCra 
© Ants againſt this new-duty; the extraordinary and moſt alarming ex- 
ten ſion of the laws of Exciſe; and the faſtening this badge of ſlavery 
on the ſhoulders of every landholder in Great Britain who grows Cyder, 
from the ndhlemam down to the very loweſt occupier of land, rated to 
the lande taz at mbre than 406. or ducing above four hogſheade fn 
the year But it is unneveffary to expatiate on this grievance. The 
public wants no further information concerning it. This is moſt evi- 
dently the very caſe, Paries cum proximus ardet; and we cannot reaſon- 


and more mature reffection, be forward to lend their affiſtance towards 
extinguiſfiing a flame which threatens deſtruction to the libertics of the 
Whole kingdom, though'it is as yet kindled only in a part of it. For 
If. this hew- extenſion, of- the Exciſe- laws i is confirmed, it muſt effectu- "ok 
ally juſtify, and authoriſe eyery future extenſion of them which can be 
propoſed, till the Exciſe becomes general. There is no objection Con 
veivable againſt any ſuch future extenfion, which will not militate with at 
leaſt equal ftrength againſt this. We may, therefore, ſafely truſt this 
part of our defence with the general ſenſe of the nation ; and-it hath 
been thought moſt expedient to apply durſelves chiefly on this oeca- 
fon te tue unde veiving chat part of it, which, from a e pere 
acquaintance with ho” ſubject, erro couſly 1 that it is the 

, Fe of collection only, and not the duty itſelf, Which is liable to 


« 


aſt exception. % At is in this view: that we have bent our whole endea- 
vours to demonſtrate, from facts of public notoriety, and the eafieft 
| cileatitions, that no tax whatever can be laid on Cyder, either ſold. r 
conſumed by the maker, or purchaſed of him for the conſumption 5 
Private families, without ſpreading immediate ruin and deſolation 
r e this county j and finally, though pethaps Stada, eradi- 
Caring the very: improvetnent” Une is” made, t the fund of it. With 
| Rar fucccls this attempt of « ours. may be. 2 d, muſt SEAS 
ann by „ | 
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"2 To; obviate « * \milapprehenGon which may poſſibly ariſe, it may be: 
necellarz to, take 1 at che genpenee of .makingis hogſhead 5 
Cyder is A roughout theſe papers upon the ſuppoſition, that 


it is not made at the owner's own pound and this ſuppoſition is 
founded 


_ ably doubt but the generality of the nation will, upon ſecond thoughts, 9 


. 1 — De be ens, 
1 as a reaſonable return for the Rock or ſum of money | 
the pounch with the houſe in which it-ſtands, and in 
. of, the fatts or kecves and other veſſels, Which are its 
appendages, and for the further ſum which .it wilk early cet 

0 keep them in due repair; but this advantage eee e 
FFC chi | 

wl proud of the deten e 
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. 8. By Sad accimis eee 

to the prefs, it appears, that, for the laſt ſeven years, the 

ſent coaſt-ways,. and received into his Majeſty's brewhouſe at F bye 
3 in other parts of the ki , amounts: to no leſs 
| and ſeyon. | eg _ while what was Feceived — — as fog 


ty. landed, an kepr in reſerve til the ſtores there ace 
lies prevented from coming by the weſterly v 
denomination of this country Malt. _ . - 
for the left ſeven. years, no leſs than e of frog 
imported into that ſin 
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very little ſhort © 
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